
TRANSFORMING EXPERIMENTATION: EXPERIMENTAL POLICY ENGAGEMENTS 
AND THEIR TRANSFORMATIVE OUTCOMES 

EXTRACT: MODES OF EXPERIMENTAL POLICY ENGAGEMENT
This table provides a summary of  five modes of experimental engagements identified by TIPC. There are clear overlaps 
and complementarities between the different modes. To address an issue, policy-makers may make recourse to various 
engagements at different times across all modes, except perhaps RCTs. Consideration of these modes can therefore 
help work towards developing capacity for employing the whole pallet of engagements. 

MODES OF 
EXPERIMENTAL 

POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

MODE 1: 
POLICY DESIGN 
EXPERIMENTS

MODE 2: 
POLICY 

INSTRUMENT 
AND POLICY 

PROCESS 
EXPERIMENTS 

MODE 3:  
CREATING 

EXPERIMENTAL 
SPACES

MODE 4: 
SUPPORTING, 
CONNECTING 

AND 
EVALUATING 

SOCIETAL 
EXPERIMENTS 

MODE 5: 
EXPERIMENTAL 
GOVERNANCE 

CULTURE

Role of 
experimentation 
in policy

Assists in the 
formulation, 
calibration and 
justification 
of policy 
instruments

Setting up 
of specific 
experimental 
policy 
interventions 
in the form 
of new policy 
instruments or 
policy processes 
tried out 
temporally or in a 
small scale.

Creates 
dedicated 
environments and 
a constituency for 
experimentation, 
where the normal 
conditions 
(e.g. regarding 
permits, taxation) 
are relaxed.

Articulates 
existing 
experiments 
carried out by 
multiple actors, 
facilitates 
learning from 
and between 
experiments, 
and supports the 
development of 
networks. 

Creates flexible 
and proactive 
governance 
arrangements, 
including 
open-ended 
goals, allowing 
decentralised 
and experimental 
interventions by 
multiple actors. 

Actors involved Policymakers, 
and recipients 
of the policy 
treatment

Policymakers and 
policy analysts, 
stakeholders 
involved in the 
experiments

Lead users, 
entrepreneurs, 
technology 
advocates, 
designers, civil 
society actors, 
policymakers

Networks 
implicated in 
experiments, 
intermediaries 
and policymakers

As others, but 
with the aim 
of broadening 
participation to 
actors normally 
excluded from 
policy process 

Approaches Randomised 
Control Trial, 
Behavioural 
Experiments

Experimenting 
with new 
formats in 
established policy 
instruments/ 
processes 
(programmes, 
subsidies, 
regulation)

Urban Living 
Labs, policy 
labs, walk-shops, 
transition arenas 

Intermediary 
organisations 
and platforms, 
workshops, 
online resources 

Strategies 
and initiatives 
to promote 
experimental 
culture; rewarding 
reflexivity and 
learning




