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SELECTION OF EXPERIMENTS 

 
 
Experimentation as a method aims to open up spaces to support new, more sustainable 
practices and facilitate the design, evaluation and enactment of different socio-technical 
alternatives. This can translate into experimentation with narratives, consumption 
practices, business models and policies along with new technologies. In this sense, 
experiments can be existing projects or programs in universities or other institutions that 
have transformative potential.  
 
Principles to consider when choosing an experiment: 
 

• Social challenge: Experiments should be designed to address persistent and 
complex systemic social challenges (e.g. social health problems such as diabetes or 
urban pollution caused by excessive car use).    

• Problem narrowing: Experiments should be considered small-scale and narrowly 
focused to make the intervention and learning process manageable. They should be 
envisaged as radically different alternatives to existing options. 

• Experiment-niche partnership: Experiments should be seen as strategic activities to 
build niches or to foster their creation.  

• Inclusion of 'leading actors': Experiments should empower 'leading actors' to 
experiment with visions, concepts and hotbeds of ideas that are capable of 
producing replicable results. They should also include actors whose voices are not 
traditionally heard or who are marginalised. 

• Second-order learning: Experiments should generate second-level learning and it is 
therefore important that reflective processes are incorporated and reflective 
learning generated. 

 
The tool on the following pages is a questionnaire asking about key issues that can help in 
the selection of experiments with transformative potential. The following six topic areas are 
addressed directionality, governance, linkages, transformation, activities to be 
implemented, and public policy.
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Guiding Questions for Experiment Selection 
 
The questions in the tool have three objectives:   
 

• The first is to provoke reflection among experiment developers and the impact 
population on various aspects of the process of experimentation in transformative 
innovation. This reflection includes, for example, what kind of transformative 
process the experiment can help to foster and how the participation of those who 
lead and are included in the experiment can generate learning.  
 

• The second is to help design, manage and execute experiments to be successful 
according to the learning criteria.  

 

• The third is to collect information about what we are doing when we experiment, in 
order to make comparative reflections on the whole process.  

 
The answers to the questions in the tool should be regularly reviewed throughout the 
course of the experiment to see how they change. 
 

Questions Answers 

1. Directionality   
Please articulate a "statement" that defines the socio-
technical transformation that motivates your 
experiment. 
 

 

In which of the 17 SDGs can the experiment be 
categorised?  
Please mention one main SDG and at least two others 
that would help to achieve this SDG. 
 

 

In which socio-technical system(s) is the experiment 
embedded?  
If not clear, please describe the sector in which the 
experiment is located or the service the experiment 
provides, e.g. waste disposal Service or education 
 

 

2. Governance  

In the experiment:  

• Are "leading" actors involved? 

• Do actors from grassroots organisations 
participate? 

• Are actors from different social classes, areas, 
gender, etc. involved? 
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Questions Answers 

Have you thought about how the concerns of different 
stakeholders will be incorporated and materialised in 
the design of the plan and technologies? 
 

 

3. Links  

Are there links and collaboration with other groups of 
actors in the innovation system (or other systems)? 
 

 

Is the existing collaboration interdisciplinary (between 
disciplines) or transdisciplinary (within and outside 
academia)? 
 

 

Do any of these links exist to actively move forward 
with transitions?   
 

 

4. Transformation  

Please specify how the experiment seek to bring about 
changes in socio-technical systems (technological 
changes, changes in practices, policies, cultures, values, 
standards, governance, industrial networks, 
infrastructure)? 
 

 

Are there alternatives to the prevailing regime?  
Describe these alternatives 
 

 

Do you think you are building transformative niches?  
If so, in what way? 
 

 

5. Activities  

What specific activities do you plan to carry out in the 
experiment? 
 

 

6. Public policy    

Has there been or is there any relationship of the 
experiment with public policy (or public policy actors)? 
If so, please describe how this has been done (e.g. 
shielded, legitimised, hindered)? 
 

 

 
 


