
ECOLOGICAL WATER & SANITATION 
EXPERIMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 
BLOG: INTRODUCTION TO EXPERIEMERNT  

 
The South African Department for Science, Technology and Innovation (DSI) has been a member of TIPC 
since its launch in 2016. After completing the TIP exploratory methodology and working at the centre of the 
Consortium, since its formation, on the development of the TIP theory and approach, South Africa 
embarked on its first TIP implementation project. 

Policy experiments, known as Experimental Policy Engagements (EPEs), are embedded in the context of 
each TIPC member country. The learnings and outcomes from each, then give a feedback loop into the 
centre of the Consortium for use by other members to help reach the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) for the Global South and North. 

The first South Africa TIP policy experiment – the ‘Living Catchments Water Project’ – is part of a broader 
policy roadmap toward ecological water provision for South Africa. Water security and provision for all in 
the population is embedded in ‘SDG 6: Water and Sanitation’ and is part of the UN Water Action Decade 
from 2018 – 2028. Water is connected to many other SDGs, including SDGs 1: No Poverty; 2: No Hunger; 
3, Good Health and Well-being; 11: Sustainable Cities; and 14: Life below water. 

The TIPC team are working with practitioners conducting the experiment to monitor how the TIP approach 
interacts and benefits the experiment’s outcomes. The South Africa policy experiment will overlay the TIPC 
Methodology (TM). This involves a learning journey for practitioners using Formative Evaluation (FE) to 
help reach Transformative Outcomes (TOs). This involves incorporating in the experiment a Transformative 
Innovation learning (TIL) process which has a reflexive and deep learning ethos for co-creation of 
knowledge, understanding and practise for transformation. 

The collaborative project intends to strengthen water governance in South Africa. The project is centred 
on ‘communities of practice’ in order to enable collaboration; grow transformative social learning; and 
improve policy-advice practice and engagement for the country’s water roadmap, run by the Water 
Research Commission (WRC). 

Partner policymakers, researchers and practitioners in the project include: 

• South Africa Water Research Commission (WRC) 
• South Africa Department for Science, Technology and Innovation (DSI) 
• South Africa Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation Indicators (CESTII) 
• South Africa National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 
• University of Johannesburg 
• University of Sussex Business School’s Science Policy Research Unit (SPRU) 
• University of Utrecht’s Centre for Global Challenges 
• University of Valencia’s policy unit, INGENIO 

The project runs for 14 weeks with 7 co-creation session to help bring about the 12 Transformative 
Outcomes.  A community of 300 TIP practitioners across South Africa will be established from the policy 
experimentation, associated projects and events. 

Read the Experiment’s Blog Series on how it has gone with the lessons and tips learnt…  

This infographic demonstrates the TIP Experiment and outcomes and ‘Transformative Outcomes’. 
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Sustainable 
Development Goal 6 
Clean water and  
sanitation

Strengthen water governance 
for water security 
Water Research, Development 
and Innovation Roadmap 
2015-2025

BUILD AND  
NURTURE NICHES

EXPAND AND  
MAINSTREAM NICHES

Upscale existing 
Communities of 
Practice (CoPs) 

Create two  
new CoPs

Appoint CoP 
convenors/
facilitators to work 
within and across 
Communities of 
Practice

Convene critical 
policymaking and 
advice thinking hub

Organise  
co-learning  
events between  
the Communities  
of Practice and 
sector partners

O1  
Catchment based social 
spaces foster agency, 
trust, connection, 
convening, collaboration, 
co-creation, co-learning 
and agenda setting 
between scientists, policy 
makers, implementers 
& local stakeholders 
working in Strategic 
Water Source Areas 
(SWSAs) at the nexus 
of built and ecological 
infrastructure.

O2  
Co-learning occurs within 
and between di!erent 
SWSAs at the nexus 
of built & ecological 
infrastructure. 

O3  
Social spaces fostering 
collaboration & 
co-learning are 
sustainable and locally 
institutionalised.

O4 
The science of 
transformative social 
learning facilitation is 
visible and valued by 
key institutions and 
individuals working at 
the nexus of water and 
ecosystems.

O5  
Policy advice (operating 
at the nexus of water 
and ecosystems) 
is articulated and 
mainstreamed in a way 
that’s responsive to 
current needs, co-owned 
by key stakeholders & 
implementable.

OUTCOMES

Create a network 
of transformative 
social learning 
practitioners 

Deepen the 
capacity for and 
understanding 
of policy advice 
mainstreaming at 
the nexus points

Learning

Shielding

Networking

Navigating 
expectations

Institutionalising

Circulating

Outcomes

Integrate built 
and ecological 
infrastructure

LIVING 
CATCHMENTS 
PROJECT 
2019-2023

OUTPUTS / ACTIVITIES

03
01

The Living Catchments project has been 
developed in response to the Water 
Research, Development and Innovation 
Roadmap (Water RDI Roadmap) which is 
a national planning intervention aimed at 
addressing water scarcity in South Africa over 
a 10-year period between 2015 and 2025. 

Olifants

Tugela

uMzimvubu

Berg-Breede

www.TIPConsortium.net @TIPConsortium

04

Outcomes

02
05


